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Synopsis
SOL explores the death of a young Inuk man, Solomon Tapatiaq Uyarasuk. He is found dead
in an RCMP detachment in a remote Inuit community and the locals suspect murder but the
police suggest suicide. As the documentary investigates the truth to Solomon’s death it sheds
light on the underlying social issues of Canada’s North that has resulted in this region
claiming one of the highest youth suicide rates in the world. The film explores how the pain of
suicide has affected the people in these small communities and their resilience to create a
better future for their people.
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Director's Note
On the morning of September 24, 2012, I received an unexpected email from a friend and
colleague from the town of Igloolik, Nunavut. Solomon Tapatia Uyarasuk, a young Inuk man of
26, committed suicide on the previous night. He died under RCMP supervision, killed himself
in the only police cell of this tiny village of the Baffin region.
Solomon was a young 26 year-old man whom I have known since he was a child. I watched
him grow up with every trip I made to Igloolik. My first memories of him when he was a kid of
seven or eight are of a sweet boy, a dreamer. I saw Solomon transform into an adolescent,
and eventually, a young adult. I witnessed him become an artist, a musician, and get involved
as a performer in the Igloolik, Artcirq circus troupe, traveling all over the world.
Now, he is gone. Took his own life.
27 people died by suicide in Nunavut in 2012
In 2013, Nunavut reached an historical record of 45 suicides, thirteen times higher than the
national average, and one of the highest per capita suicide rates in the world. With time,
Solomon could become no more than a number for the statistical surveys. We did not want
that.
Together with Susan Avingaq, a producer from Igloolik I have been working with for 20 years,
we decided we could work on a film that would look at Solomon’ life for answers, not only to
make peace with his suicide but to share our questions with others. The alarming and
unacceptable high rate of suicide among Inuit youth is a Canadian social tragedy that needs
our collective attention.
We both agree that the film should leave an important place to Solomon’ s voice himself. Sol
was a beautiful and skilled circus performer and musicien; the film exposes his poetry, his
voice, for all to hear as we also investigate the realities of his generation, living in
communities that are challenged by rapid economic, social and cultural changes.

Background on Suicide in the North
Huffington Post
“11-Year-Old Boy's Suicide Latest In Nunavut Epidemic”
Nunatsiaq Online
"Dark cloud hangs over Nunavut hamlet after rash of suicides"
Nunavut Suicide Follow-Back Study

Press on Solomon's Case
“Nunavut man dies in police custody”
“Ottawa police to investigate prisoner's death in Nunavut”
“Igloolik, Nunavut filmmakers turn the lens on suicide”
“Nunavut coroner to hold inquest into Igloolik man’s jail cell death”
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